XLVets is a novel and exciting initiative, conceived from within the veterinary
profession aimed at supporting UK agriculture as it faces challenges in

the 21st century.

We are a group of farm animal committed
veferinary practices, and as such our policy is
to work together, alongside commercial research
and manufacturing companies, to share best
practice on advice and disease prevention
initiatives so providing the first point of call on
health management and consultancy advice
and facing up to the plethora of current onfarm
consultancy advice other than from the vetferinary
surgeon. We are inferested in the development
and creation of markets for the economic
advantage and support of our clients’ long term
future and prosperity.

The aim of the group s fo put veterinary surgeons
at the heart of their clients’ farming enterprises,
offering independent and high quality advice
alongside other specialist advisers. VWe are
dedicated fo the survival and growth of the
livestock farming industry and wish o work

with like-minded, committed professionals.

To be a primary source of onfarm advice and
the central co-ordinating consultant for other farm
services for our clients.

To be committed fo the sharing of current best
practice advice to our clients through direct XLVets
newslefters and client fraining, associated with our
own high levels of Confinuing Professional
Development (CPD).

To be highly competitive in the health and
medicines market with not only Prescription Only
Medicines (POMs| but also re-establishing the

vet as a primary source for onfarm Pharmacy and
Merchants List (PML) and other medicinal and
consumable products supported by impartial
professional advice.

To improve our own efficiencies and reduce our
costs by economies of scale over a wide range
of practice needs and requirements.

Excellence in Practice

For further Information, please confact your local XLVets Practice.

www.xlvets.co.uk

Committed to UK Farming

COCCIDIOSIS IN CALVES
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Excellence in Practice

www.xlvets.co.uk




o A

. |

- -
- -
- -
" o
"
.
1
:
- - ‘_".
e
;
. .
)
- =

IT’"S MORE COMMON THAN YOU THINK...

Coccidiosis in caused when cells in the lining
of the animal's gut become infected with a
singlecelled 'parasite’ of a species called
Eimeria. Iis life cycle ulimately leads to the
destruction of the cell. This parasitic infection
is spread to other animals when it reproduces
by forming cocysts. An infected calf will shed
millions of coccidial cocysts in its faeces,
every day. Other calves confract the infection
when they consume these oocysts from

the environment.

Many coccidial infections exist at a sub-clinical
level, and so it is often not tested for. Yet an
underlying coccidial infection will still cause
production losses.

Signs of coccidial infection

The first obvious sign of coccidial infection is

a calf with scours. But this is just the tip of the
iceberg. Coccidiosis is highly contagious, so
all in-confact calves will be carrying some level
of infection too, even if it is sub-clinical.

Scouring usually begins about two weeks after
infection. So by the time a calf is showing
clinical signs of coccidiosis, the damage tfo
the intestinal lining has already been done.

Other signs of coccidiosis are shown

in the fable opposite.

This calf looks healthy, but could it be carrying sub-clinical levels of infection?

Symptoms
Signs of COCCIDIOSIS

Loss of appetite
Reduced feed infake
Retarded growth

Dehydration
Secondary infections

Watery diarthoea accompanied by
staining mucus and blood

® Death (in severe cases)

On farms where coccidiosis has previously
occurred, repeat outbreaks are more likely.

Diagnosis

An analysis of faeces will confirm presence of
coccidial oocysts. Samples will be collected
not just from the scouring calf but also its pen
mates, as peak oocystshedding often does
not correlate with the diarthoea.

In some cases, repeat sampling may be
needed fo caich the presence of cocysts in the
faeces. Once identified, appropriate treatment
at an appropriate time can be recommended,
stopping any further losses.

Herd health planning

Once coccidiosis has occurred on a farm,

it will most probably occur again - with or
without the presence of scours. Even with
sub-clinical coccidiosis, calves suffer an
increased susceptibility to other bacterial
infections, costing time and money fo resolve.

So to prevent a subclinical or clinical outbreak
of coccidiosis from limiting calves' future
potential, pre-emptive freatment needs to be
factored info herd health plans.

As with all infectious diseases, it's important
to fake an infegrated approach to control.
Where a farm has a track record of infection,
consult with your vet and take pre-emptive
action. Also pay particular attention fo
hygiene and management.

Pre-emptive treatment

Where there is a history of coccidial
infections, it is possible to calculate when an
outbreak of coccidial scours is most likely to
occur, and consequently the best fime fo
administer preventative treatment. For example,
coccidial scours typically occur two weeks
affer housing calves together, but this will vary
from farm fo farm depending on management
roufine. All calves that have come info contact
with a coccidiarinfected calf, or that are being
kept in an environment with a history of
infection, will need treating.
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Coccidiosis in calves: It's more common th

There are two types of preventafive freatment
for coccidiosis:

1) An infeed coccidiostat fed for 28 days,
which stops further reproduction and
growth of coccidia.

2) An oral administration of a coccidiocide
fo destroy the coccidia and prevent the
clinical signs of coccidiosis. This also
significantly reduces the levels of oocyst
excrefed, reducing the disease pressure
and helping safeguard other calves from
developing infection.

Hygiene

Coccidial cocysts are very persistent - existing
for over a year, able fo withstand freezing
femperatures, and resistant fo the majority

of disinfectants. So a high infective pressure
remains long affer calves have stopped
scouring.

Where possible, operate an ‘allin all-out
policy with effective cleaning and disinfection
inbetween batches of calves.

Management

® [solate scouring calves to allow them to
be freated effectively and to reduce the
risk of disease transmission fo others in
the group.

® Minimise environmental stresses -
femperature, moisture levels, draughts
and reduce risk factors (see fable right].

...pre-emptfive freatment needs
fo be factored into herd health
plans to prevent outbreaks of
coccidiosis from limiting calves.

you think

For COCCIDIOSIS
Poor Ventilation

Draughts

Poor calf nutrition

Group pens

Heavy stocking

Cows present with calves
Soiled bedding

Warm ambient femperatures

Presence of coccidiarinfected calves




